
World Environment Day 
marked
by CO

It was the World Environment Day on June 5 
and undoubtedly the highlight of this 
Fortnight. Alongside numerous 
programmes, the day was marked with our 
RR Sudipto Mukerjee speaking a Somoy 
TV talk show and attended the closing 
and prize giving ceremony of a 
mobile photography competition 
marking the day organized jointly with 
the Daily Star. You can check it out in the 
Fortnight corner. And a joint programme 
was organized by the Department of 
Environment and UNDP to mark the day 
participated by ARR Prasenjit Chakma.

Rabab Fatima to head 
UNOHRLLS
by CO

And its good news galore. Rabab Fatima, 
the ambassador and PR of Bangladesh to 
the UN has been appointed as the new High 
Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing 
States. In a separate mail following her 
appointment, she thanked UNDP 
Bangladesh and the regional bureau for 
their support and promised further 
expansion of our collaboration.  

New era in Bangladesh’s Disaster Risk Management 
by DRRF

A technical agreement was signed between Urban Resilience Programme (DDM-Part) and 
UNDP Bangladesh on June 8 to capacitate Bangladesh to operationalize an integrated 
emergency management system plan. The fifteen-month long programme is designed to 
strengthen capacity of government officials for six agencies (Dept. of Disaster Management 
(DDM), Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief, Fire Service and Civil Defense, Dhaka 
North City Corporation, Dhaka South City Corporation and Sylhet City Corporation), funded by 
the World Bank. 

Troubleshooter fixes his 
own ailment
by CO

Our Kazi Md Zilla Haider had to get a 
coronary artery bypass graft on June 9. 
It went smoothly and he is recovering 
strong. Hopefully he will be up and 
running soon to finish setting up the 
new websites of UNDP Afghanistan 
and Ukraine. Keep him in your prayers.  

Danish Ambassador visits 
Rajshahi
by EALG

Recently, Danish Ambassador Winnie 
Estrup Petersen paid a two-day visit to 
Rajshahi to see the results of the EALG 
project activities. She visited project 
activities in the Monigram UP in Bagha 
Upazila and attended a stakeholder 
meeting and expressed her satisfaction at 
the project progress. 

Remembering Majeda Apa
by SWAPNO

June 6 was the 3rd death anniversary of 
late Majeda Haq - Former Program Analyst 
of UNDP Bangladesh and Former Program 
Specialist of Swedish Embassy. SWAPNO 
team organized a condolence meeting on 
Zoom to pay homage to her departed soul.

Swedish Ambassador visits SWAPNO and NRP in Kurigram
by SWAPNO/NRP

Meanwhile, Swedish Ambassador Alexandra Berg Vone Linde visited Kurigram and 
observed the activities of SWAPNO and NRP projects. Her entourage consisted of high-
level officials from the government, UNDP and UN Women and saw disaster risk reduction 
activities and SWAPNO activities. You can read more in Van’s blog in the Fortnight corner.  

K4DM hosts workshop for annual plannning
by K4DM

K4DM held their workshop on annual work plan at the Bhawal resort 
in Gazipur. The two-day long event from June 9 to 11 June was 
graced by Ms. Fatima Yasmin, Secretary, Economic Relations 
Division (ERD) as the Chief Guest. Mr. Kabir Ahamed, Wing Chief (UN) 
of ERD and National Project Director (NPD) of K4DM Phase-II chaired 
the event. 26 participants from all the wings of ERD along with 
UNDP’s Country Economist, Dr. Nazneen Ahmed, and Senior 
Governance Specialist, Ms. Sheela Tasneem Haq attended the 
workshop. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that 8 June was the day to 
mark the producer of half of the oxygen that 
we breathe on this planet. Yes… it was the 
World Oceans Day. Let us work together to 
revitalize our Bay of Bengal not only today 
but for every other day of the years to come.

Technical support for Philippines on cards
by a2i

A high-level delegation from Philippine government, UNDP 
Philippines and private sectors came to Bangladesh on a four-day 
visit from June 06 seeking to learn about various IT-based innovative 
services developed by a2i. Led by Sukarno Abas, Deputy Minister of 
the Ministry of Trade, Investments and Tourism of the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), Philippines, the 
delegation met with state minister for ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak and 
asked for cooperation. UNDP Philippines also signed an MoU to get 
technical support for Localizing e-governance for Accelerated 
Provision of Services (LeAPS) project to replicate a2i's framework 
and best practices.

Litigants in 8 district to get 
case status updates over 
mobile phones
by Governance

Our “My Court” app has spread its wings 
allowing litigants of Brahmanbaria, 
Habiganj, Barishal, Rangpur, Sherpur, 
Rajbari, Kushtia and Narayanganj know the 
latest status of their cases without going to 
court. The mobile phone-based application 
allows anyone to open an account and 
know the latest status of a case at lower 
courts. One also can get the same services 
at https://causelist.judiciary.org.bd. The 
app and website – developed by the Law 
and Justice Division and UNDP Bangladesh 
with the technical assistance of a2i – were 
launched in Dhaka on Saturday. The service 
will be introduced for all the courts of the 
country in phases later.

UNDP’s work to tackle urban poverty discussed in parliament
by LIUPCP

Our initiatives to tackle urban poverty got highlighted at the National Parliament. Md Tazul 
Islam, the minister of Local Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives, on June 6 
talked about our LIUPCP collaboration with Dhaka North City Corporation in the Questions and 
Answer Session of the 18th Session of the 11th National Parliament. Also in the fortnight corner. 
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FROM THE FIELD

“I have completed my graduation, but I could not have a 
job like average people in our society because of my 
condition. But I decided to be useful and learn as many 
things as I can. That’s how I completed almost 43 
courses online from MuktoPaath. When I came to know 
that you can complete free courses in Bangla on 
MuktoPaath and saw people show their certificates 
online, I was excited to learn as many skills as I can! 
Now, I can learn like everyone, I am proud to say I am 
skilled in many things now! I know how to use email. 
Google Meet etc. I know about Digital Marketing that 
many people do not know!”

Asef has a motor-neuron disorder that makes physical 
movement and social interaction challenging for him. 
However, the bright and determined youth did not let it 
define his life. Despite years of degrading comments 
and attitudes from many people, he has developed 
remarkable confidence and belief in himself through 
independent learning using an e-learning platform. 
MuktoPaath, a2i’s e-Learning platform has over 200 
courses on various subjects. It has opened doors for 
many people, people with special needs to access the 
knowledge and skills they require at low cost to no cost. 
Consequently, MuktoPaath has received special 
recognition at the Global Accessibility Awareness Day 
Celebration on the 20th of May, 2022.
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DRR Van Nguyen writes about women 
fighting to end period stigma in rural 
Bangladesh

Our LIUPCP collaboration with Dhaka 
North City Corporation gets 
highlighted in the National Parliament

RR Sudipto Mukerjee talks about the 
environment in this exclusive talk 
show on Somoy TV

https://fb.watch/dCD6Sdy5IK/
https://www.facebook.com/1354001521/videos/753226415704847/
https://www.undp.org/bangladesh/blog/meet-women-fighting-end-period-stigma-rural-bangladesh



